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little known that I am unable to suggest any particular place
as the probable representative of the ancient capital of the
country. Bara Bazar is the chief town in Barablwin, and as its
position corresponds very closely with that indicated by Hwen
Thsang, it may be accepted as the approximate site of the
capital in the seventh century. The territory was from 4400
to 4500/*, or from 733 to 750 miles, in circuit. It must,
therefore, have comprised all the petty hill-states lying
between Medinipur and Sirguja on the east and west, and
between the sources of the Damuda and Vaitarani on the
north and south.
This large tract of country is now occupied by a number
of wild tribes who are best known by the collective name of
Kolhfin or Kols. But as the people themselves speak various
dialects of two distinct languages, it would appear that they
must belong to two different races, of whom the Minda and
the Uraon may be taken as the typical representatives.
According to Colonel Daiton,1 "the Mdndas first occupied
the country and had been long settled there when the Uraons
made their appearance;" and "though these races are now
found in many parts of the country occupying tHe same
villages, cultivating the same fields, celebrating together
the same festivals and enjoying the same amusements, they
are of totally distinct origin, and cannot intermarry without
loss of caste/' This difference of race is confirmed by the
decisive test of language, which shows that the Uraons are
connected with the Tamilian races of the south, while the
Mdndas belong to the hill men of the north, who are spread
over the Himalayan and Vindhyan mountains from the Indus
to the Bay of Bengal.
The various tribes connected with the Mtndas are
enumerated by Colonel Dalton* as the Kuars of Elichpur,
I.   Journ.   Asiat.   Soc.   Bengal, 1866,  P.   15.
1   Ibid.,   P.   158.   I write  Svntal in preference to   Sonthal, as
I believe that the short o is only the peculiar Bengali pronunciation of
he long I.